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In this issue: 

·  Idaho Envirothon 

· Spotlight on 
 Range & Pasture 

·Tools & Training 

 

-Young conservationists          
shine at Envirothon 
-Recognizing rangelands 
-New deadline approaching 
Read on, share, and please send us your 
feedback: board@iascd.org. 

 

Celebrating the Value of Idaho’s Range and Pasturelands 

 ICYMI, by proclamation of Governor 
Brad Little and a resolution of support 
from the Idaho Legislature, Idaho has 
officially recognized 2026 as the Inter-
national Year of Rangelands and Pas-
toralists (IYRP). This presents a great 
opportunity to highlight the importance 
of rangelands in your district and con-
nect that work to broader statewide 
and national efforts. 

 Wendy Pratt, supervisor with Central Bingham Conservation District, re-
cently worked with the Bingham County Commissioners to adopt a resolu-
tion recognizing the importance of conservation and the sustainable use of 
natural resources. The resolution highlights the role of rangelands in sup-
porting healthy grazing lands, wildlife habitat, water resources, livestock  
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See Range, p. 2 

See Envirothon, p. 3 

From the Director’s Perspective 
Mary HuƯ, Executive Director 

I recently had the opportunity to attend the Idaho Envirothon at Living 
Waters Ranch in Challis, and it was an impressive reminder of the 
knowledge, dedication, and work ethic of the next generation of conserva-
tion leaders. 

Students from across the state spent months studying soils, water, wild-
life, forestry, and current natural resource issues, and their preparation 
showed. The level of effort, teamwork, and critical thinking these eager 
learners demonstrated throughout the competition was remarkable. 

 
Congratulations to the top teams: 
· North Idaho STEM Charter School-1st Place 
· Salmon High School Envirothon Team-2nd Place 
· Pocatello High School - 3rd Place 
· Moscow - 4th place 
· Gooding - 5th place 
 
Station Winners: 
· Soils: Alternate Team 
· Wildlife: Salmon High School 
· Aquatics: Moscow 
· Forestry: North Idaho STEM 
· Current Issue: Salmon 
· Oral Presentation: North Idaho 

STEM 
· Spirit: Alternate Team 
· Rookie: Salmon, Moscow, Pres-

ton 
 
 The presentation portion stood out, 
highlighting students’ ability to think 
through real-world challenges and 
communicate practical solutions—
exactly the kind of approach that de-
fines locally led conservation. 

North Idaho STEM Charter School 
took first place in Oral Presentation 
and finished first overall at the 2026 
Idaho Envirothon. 
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Range, continued from p. 1 
movement, and long-term resilience. At 
the same time, the resolution reinforces 
the importance of thoughtful land use 
planning. 
 “I used the template of the national and  
Idaho’s proclamation and modified it for 
our county,” Pratt said. She emailed the 
proposed Bingham County proclamation 
to the county clerk and asked to be 
placed on the commission agenda. 
 “I invited lots of ranchers, a reporter, and 
representatives from Extension, NRCS, 
Idaho Department of Lands, Idaho Fish 
and Game, and our conservation district,” 
Pratt explained. “Our county planning 
and development director came, which 
was a real win.” 
 On April 29th, after reading the procla-
mation to the commissioners and guests, 
Pratt reiterated the many benefits of 
rangeland spelled out in the proclama-
tion.  
 She also called attention to the 
threats facing Idaho’s rangeland, from 
energy development and subdivisions 
to weeds, declining water tables, fire, 
and the influx of newcomers who 
don’t appreciate the importance of 
these irreplaceable spaces.  
 “The commissioners were happy to 
sign the proclamation,” Pratt said. “It 
was gratifying to have them recognize 
the importance of this unique re-
source and the ‘frontline custodi-
ans’—the livestock producers, herd-
ers, and conservationists who are 
its stewards.” Pratt can be reached 
at 208-680-3174 if you have ques-
tions about how to pursue an IYRP 
proclamation in your county. For a 
copy of the  proclamation, email 
board@iascd.org. You may want to 
show this 2-1/2 minute video pro-
duced by IYRP: 
https://iyrp.info/global-alliance-opening-film-iyrp 

New resource to help 
tell the story of your 
home on the range 

 How much of your 
county is rangeland? 
 As conservation dis-
tricts, it seems we ought 
to know about the land 
cover types within our 
districts. The University of 
Idaho is working on a tool 
for that. 
 Professor Jeremy Ken-
yon is developing a web-

site that uses the USGS 
National Land Cover  
Database to display  
Idaho’s land cover at the 
county level.  
 Check out the Idaho 
Rangeland Atlas—a work 
in progress—and click on 
your county to see the 
percentage and acreage 
of various cover types: 
https://jkenyon.github.io/
idaho-rangeland-atlas/#/
land_cover/county/2024 

 It’s not just about 
range. You can find out 
how much of your county 
is forest, grassland, or 
cropland. Note that the 
figures for developed 
land are still being refined 
and are not as reliable as 
the data for vegetative 
cover. Kenyon welcomes 
your feedback to help 
improve the accuracy and 
usefulness of this site. 



Reach out to IASCD 
Contact your IASCD 
director at 
board@iascd.org. 
Jeff Connolly, Div. I 
Clint Zenner, Div. II 
Wendy Green, Div. III 
Richard Kunau, Div. IV 
Devin Fielding, Div. V 
Tori O’Neal, Div. VI 
Mary Huff, Exec. Dir. 
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Tools & Training 
New July 1st deadline for filing Transparent Idaho reports 

 Conservation districts need to switch gears this year to comply with state financial 
reporting requirements. 
 The Local Government Registry report that has been due December 1st is now 
due July 1st. The information districts provide to the State Controller’s Office is part 
of the Transparent Idaho effort to make it easier for citizens to see how their tax  
dollars are spent. 
 Robbie Taylor, district manager for Clark and Madison Conservation Districts, 
arranged a training session for IDEA members in Division VI. They met at the  
Business Incubation Center in Arco to discuss this and other changes that affect 
district business.  
 “The SCO is trying to simplify the annual reporting process, so districts no longer 
need to upload an Excel spreadsheet of budget-to-actual income and expenses,” 
Taylor said. “We also discussed the revision to Idaho Code 22-2721 that moves 
conservation district elections to odd years.” That means supervisors who would 
have been up for election this year will now run in 2027. 
 Custer District Office Manager Karma Bragg encouraged district supervisors to sit 
in on IDEA trainings whenever possible. “The supervisors are the elected officials 
who are responsible for district operations,” Bragg said. “It can be awkward for em-
ployees to try to educate their boards about state reporting and other legal require-
ments. It’s more effective when supervisors and employees learn together.” 
 Bragg and Taylor, two of the longest tenured district employees in the state, said 
they always learn something at IDEA trainings. “Besides, it’s great to meet face-to-
face and network with our colleagues,” she added. Supervisors are always welcome. 
 The Controller’s office recorded the training session on Zoom; it’s available on the 
SCO website, along with FAQ and other guidance to 
help districts submit the required report. The link below 
will lead you there. 

What’s Coming Up? 
June 22: IASCD Board Meeting, 
Home2Suites in Boise & on Zoom 

July 1: Deadline for districts to file Local 
Government Registry reports with State 
Controller’s Office. Note the change from the 
December 1st deadline in prior years: 
https://transparencyreources.idaho.gov/
transparentidaho/Pages/Help%20and%
20Guidance.aspx 
 
Nov. 17-19: IASCD Annual Conference at   
University Inn, Moscow, hosted by Division II 
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Envirothon, continued 
from p.1  

North Idaho STEM 
Charter School will not 
be able to attend the 
national competition, 
but Idaho will be well 
represented. Salmon 
High School will move 
on to the National En-
virothon competition in 
Mississippi July 19-25, 
2026. We wish them 
the best as they com-
pete on the biggest 
stage. 
 A huge shoutout to 
the Idaho Envirothon 
organizing committee 
and their chair, Chris 
Banks—an unpaid su-
perstar who helps 
make this annual event 
a rousing success! 


