
IASCD NEWS 

What’s happening @ the Capitol? 

Feb. 3rd: IASCD Board voted to sign onto 
a letter from Idaho business leaders and 
association members objecting to Utah 
fuel tax. The letter to Utah House Speaker 
Mike Schultz states Idahoans’ opposition to 
a new tax on fuel exported from Utah that 
could raise the tax Idahoans pay on fuel by 
25 cents/gallon. The bill has not been intro-
duced in the Utah Legislature.  
Feb. 4th: Senate Concurrent Resolution 
115 (SCR 115) was heard in the Senate 
Resources & Environment Committee. 
This resolution would integrate ISWCC 
with IDWR. IASCD President Tori O’Neal 
testified remotely in support of the resolu-
tion. She focused on these key points: 
 Districts understand this as a change in 
where the Commission is located structur-
ally, not a change in its mission or support 
of the voluntary, locally-led nature of  
conservation districts. 
 Districts did not come to consensus sup-
port lightly. Many folks had reservations 
because they associated IDWR with regu-
latory authority. That concern is under-
standable given our state’s historical  
tension over water issues. 
 After listening, asking hard questions, 
and working through the details with facili-
tation by the Langdon Group, districts 
reached consensus to support the pro-
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Can’t slow down now! 
It’s mid-February, and things are heating up at the 
Statehouse. 

Be informed and stay engaged. Page 2 of this 
edition of IASCD e-news has a step-by-step guide 
for tuning into legislative committee hearings. 

Please share your feedback and ideas with us  
at board@iascd.org. 

IASCD President  
Tori  O’Neal  

What the Utah fuel tax fuss is all about  
From a conservation district perspective, 
we pay attention to how policy decisions 
affect land, water, and the Idaho communi-
ties that depend on them. Shifting more 

fuel transport to high-
ways rather than pipe-
lines introduces more 
wear and strain on Ida-
ho’s roads and bridges; 
increases dust, ex-
haust, and air quality 
impacts; and means 
higher risk of accidents 
or spills that can affect 
soil and water. 
Beyond the economic 
and interstate com-
merce concerns out-
lined in the letter, we 
see this issue as con-
nected to our core role 
in resource steward-
ship.  
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posed merger. 
 The IASCD member-
ship adopted a similar 
resolution at our Novem-
ber conference with clear 
language that the Com-
mission’s identity and the 
voluntary, locally-led, non
-regulatory mission of 
conservation districts 
must be preserved. 

Feb. 9th: The Senate 
adopted SCR 115 with 
no opposition on the 
Senate floor. The resolu-
tion now moves to the 
House.  



Spread the e-news 
District Employees, 
please forward this 
newsletter to your 
board members to 
make sure supervisors 
receive IASCD news in 
a timely manner. 
Supervisors, to  
receive IASCD e-news 
directly to your inbox, 
please use this form 
https://
form.jotform.com/2602
76149122049 to pro-
vide your preferred 
email address for the 
IASCD data base. 

Reach out to IASCD 
Do you have feedback 
for the board or ideas 
for upcoming newslet-
ters? Let us know 
what you need!  
Contact your IASCD 
division director at 
board@iascd.org. 
Jeff Connolly, Div. I 
Clint Zenner, Div. II 
Wendy Green, Div. III 
Richard Kunau, Div. IV 
Devin Fielding, Div. V 
Tori O’Neal, Div. VI 
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Tools & Training 
How to listen to committee hearings at the legislature 
You don’t have to be at the capitol to follow issues in the Idaho Legislature. 
Committee hearings are live-streamed, and it’s pretty easy to find the  
business that affects conservation districts. 
Start at the Idaho Legislator’s homepage.  
Click on the photo labeled Committees.  Select the photo 

for House or Senate 
Standing Commit-
tees. Committees 
are listed in alpha-
betical order; the list includes commit-
tee members, the day/time when the 

committee meets, and contact information. From the list, click on the name 
of a committee to bring up the minutes and agenda. Click on an agenda to 
see what’s on tap. Note that agendas are subject to change. At the top of 
the agenda is a link to the Idaho Public Television livestream of that commit-
tee meeting. Now you have a shortcut to listen to the legislature at work. 

What’s Coming Up? 
Feb. 10-17: IASCD interviews candidates for 
IASCD executive director. 
Feb. 12: ISWCC & IASCD present agency 
update to Senate Agricultural Affairs  
Committee, 8 a.m. MT. 
Feb. 18: ISWCC & IASCD present agency 
update to House Agricultural Affairs  
Committee, 1:30 p.m. MT. 
Feb. 19: Division III Spring Meeting, 
Homedale, hosted by Owyhee SCD. 
Feb. 23: IDWR & ISWCC budget presenta-
tion to Joint Finance & Appropriations/JFAC. 
Mar. 3: Division IV Spring Meeting hosted by 
Gooding SCD.  
Mar. 10: Division VI Spring Meeting, in Rigby 
in the morning. 
Mar. 10: Division V Spring Meeting, 
Pocatello, hosted by Franklin SCD in the 
afternoon. 
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