
 

 

 

 
 

1. The poster contest is open to all 4th through 6th grade students.  The contest is conducted at a local level 

with your local Soil and Water Conservation District.  

 

2. Poster Size shall be 14” x 22”. Posters drawn on lined notebook paper, or regular copier/printer paper will 

not be accepted.  

 

3. Any media may be used to create a flat or two-dimensional effect (paint, crayon, colored pencil, charcoal, 

construction paper or other paste-on materials and/or computer-generated artwork).  

 

4. Poster must reflect the national theme. 2026 Theme: “Soil, Where it all Begins” reminds us that everything 

starts with healthy soil. Soil grows our food, filters our water, supports wildlife habitats, and provides the foundation 

for our communities. Without soil, there would be no farms, forests, or places for humans and animals to thrive.  

 

5. IASCD encourages each student to do as much of the work as possible - posters must reflect the students 

work rather than a team of students. 

 

6. Each District should hold their contest before the Fall Division Meeting. The first, second and third place 

winners of the district contests will go on to their Division meeting for the next stage of judging. 

 

7. The first, second, and third place winners of the Division contest will go on to the state conference for 

further judging. It is the district responsibility to return non-winning posters to the district. Division 

Directors (or their appointee) are responsible to bring the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd winning posters to the IASCD 

Conference for judging. 

 

8. Only the first-place winner at the IASCD conference, reflecting the current NACD Stewardship theme, will 

go on to the NACD Annual meeting for further judging.  

 

9. Poster must reflect the national theme and may include soil, water, wildlife, forest or range themes as well.  



 

10. Judging priorities:  

A. Conservation Message 50 points 

B. Visual Effectiveness 30 points 

C. Universal Appeal 10 points 

D. Originality 10 points 

 

11. The student’s name, school address/phone number/teacher’s name, and the Soil Conservation District and 

Division represented must be on the back of each poster.  

 

12. Prizes are optional at the district and division level and they shall select their own prizes. At the state level, 

the first place winners will receive $100 and a ribbon, second place winner will receive $75 and a ribbon, 

and the third place winner will receive $50 and a ribbon.  

 

13. Posters are due at the IASCD State Conference for judging prior to the Education Banquet (by 4:00 p.m. 

during registration) Late Posters will not be judged.  


