
 
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Monday, April 20, 2015 

Conference Call 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
PRESENT 

President Kit Tillotson called the conference call meeting of the Idaho 
Association of Soil Conservation Districts Board of Directors to order at 
8:05 PM on Monday, April 20, 2015. Those present included Kit Tillotson, 
Billie Brown, Art Beal, Lynn Bagley, Glen Gier and Benjamin Kelly. Also 
joining the meeting was Teri Murrison (ISWCC). 
  

NRCS STATE 
CONSERVATIONIST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HIGHLY ERODIBLE 
LANDS 

Kit Tillotson updated the board on the April 9 meeting with Regional 
Conservationist for the West, Astor Boozer. Tillotson, Steve Becker, Art 
Beal, Glen Gier, Barry Bollwinkel, Teri Murrison, Travis Thomason and 
Benjamin Kelly were in attendance and discussed the incoming State 
Conservationist, Curtis Elkie. Boozer gave updates on the transition of the 
current acting state conservationist and the new state conservationist on 
May 4 as well as information from NRCS on current programs. Elkie 
comes from Brookings, S.D. where he has served as the Assistant State 
Conservationist for Field Operations the past six years and background 
includes working in the private sector for 17 years in agriculture sales and 
management followed by another 17 years working for the NRCS. He has 
had multi-state experience with NRCS starting as a Soil Conservation 
Technician in North Dakota, then as a Soil Conservationist and District 
Conservationist in Oklahoma where he dealt with forestry and rangeland 
management.  He was promoted to Assistant State Conservationist for 
Operations in Massachusetts.  Following that was his most recent tenure 
as Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations in South Dakota.  
Additionally, and in cooperation with his permanent assignments, he has 
served on details with the National Initiatives Team in Washington, D.C. 
and as Acting State Conservationist for South Dakota and Arizona. 
 
Also discussed at the meeting was Highly Erodible Lands (HEL) and the 
tie to current farm bill payments. The goal is to implement approved 
conservation systems and provide districts and landowners with 
assessable, up-to-date information on what is required and would include 
projects that will help mitigate erosion from the Magic Valley through 
Eastern Idaho.  From that discussion, IASCD may be considering 
applying for CIG grants with interested landowners and projects could 
include looking at crop rotations, tillage, timing, short water years or strip 
cropping. The group concluded that it will be important to educate districts 
and landowners on conservation systems and approved systems that can 
be reproduced on HEL’s. Outside of education, partnering with 
commodity groups, the University of Idaho, producers and agencies to 
understand how we can be more effective in implementation will be 
crucial. Teri Murrison joined the meeting at this time. 
 

IASCD AGREEMENTS The board discussed the current MOU’s and agreements that are in place 
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as well as future updates that may need to be included. Steve Becker has 
been working with the IASCD accountant concerning possible 
agreements and tax status implications that are involved. The board also 
outlined a few updates that they would like to address in future 
agreements including placing a larger emphasis on statewide deliverables 
and less on conference centered actions. All IASCD MOU’s will be 
reviewed at the June meeting in Boise. 
 
Kit Tillotson welcomed ISWCC Administrator Teri Murrison to the meeting 
and requested that Murrison and Billie Brown update the board on the 
new National Conservation Planning Partnership and their request to 
state organizations. The partnership includes both NACD and the 
National Association of State Conservation Agencies and is an effort to 
outline paths to enhance collective and individual work. The request is 
modeled after the national MOA signed by representatives of the National 
Conservation Planning Partnership at the 2015 NACD Annual Meeting. 
NACD has asked all states to take the time to review the state MOA 
template and consider joining the list of states that have recently adopted 
something similar or that will soon adopt some version of this draft. Both 
Brown and Murrison agreed that the current partnership in Idaho is strong 
and current agreements have been working well to further conservation. 
Murrison affirmed that she will be taking the proposal before the 
commission and Brown stated that the proposed agreement was a 
positive step on the national level but also considered the current 
agreements in place in Idaho to be in good order. 
 
The board reviewed the upcoming departure of Acting State 
Conservationist, Travis Thomason and his service while in the Boise 
office. The consensus was that his service was appreciated and he did a 
great job of hitting the ground running in the short time he was in Idaho. 
The board also agreed that Thomason will make a great state 
conservationist in the future. Art Beal moved to send Travis Thomason a 
letter of appreciation on behalf of IASCD for his service to Idaho. 
Seconded. Passed. The letter will be sent in duplicate to Regional 
Conservationist for the West, Astor Boozer. 
 
The board reviewed plans for the June 12 IASCD Board Meeting in Boise 
and will be covering a number of issues including the current financial 
report, 2017 Budget, 2015 Conference and partners reports. The draft 
agenda was reviewed and included appointing Glen Gier to draft by-law 
changes, Art Beal to draft policy manual updates and Benjamin Kelly to 
look into director credit cards for travel. Kit Tillotson requested that further 
agenda items be submitted as soon as possible. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

Art Beal moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded. Passed. The meeting 
was adjourned at 9:15 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
Benjamin Kelly, Executive Director 
 
- IASCD MOU’s for June mtg 
- Thomason appreciation ltr 
- Glen drafting by-law changes 
- Art drafting policy manual updates 
- Jun 12 agenda updates to Kit 

 


