
 
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Monday, December 14, 2015 

Conference Call 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
PRESENT 

President Kit Tillotson called the conference call meeting of the Idaho 
Association of Soil Conservation Districts Board of Directors to order at 
8:00 PM on Monday, December 14, 2015. Those present included Kit 
Tillotson, Billie Brown, Steve Becker, Lynn Bagley, Richard Kunau, Kent 
Foster and Benjamin Kelly. Also joining the meeting were Jeff Burwell 
(NACD) and Art Beal (Squaw Creek SCD). 
  

NACD Contracting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kit Tillotson welcomed Jeff Burwell, NACD Western Issues Specialist, to 
the call and requested information on NACD’s proposed forest health 
listening session. Burwell relayed that NACD is interested in contracting 
with IASCD to host a listening session with conservation districts, key 
partners such as NRCS, USFS, BLM, TNC, Idaho Cattle Association, IDL, 
ISWCC and other western states with similar forest & rangeland health 
and wildfire issues. Some of the deliverables suggested included: 

1. Identify location to accommodate up to 40 conservation districts 
and partners (facility, lunch, snacks for participants) 

2. Identify and invite 1 to 2 key representatives from other western 
states such as MT, WY, CO (travel expenses can be provided) 

3. Work with NACD to prepare agenda 
4. Record (audio/visual) the listening session and provide to NACD  
5. Provide a report listing key issues/suggestions/opportunities 

identified at listening session 

Burwell pointed out that the agenda should include lessons learned from 
conservation districts during recent wildfires including but not limited to: 

1. What role did the district serve 
2. What are the barriers/obstacles to forest health in the state/region 
3. How effective was the partnership before, during, and after fire 
4. What services did/can districts provide during and post-fire 
5. What are the federal, state, local funding sources for forest health, 

wildfire prevention, post-fire rehab 
6. Were there communication/collaboration issues across land 

ownership (federal, state, private) 
7. What are the opportunities to manage forests/rangeland on an “all 

lands approach" or landscape approach 
8. How can we create infrastructure necessary to meet the 

challenges of managing forests/rangelands (thinning, biomass 
utilization, pests, etc) 

9. How do large scale wildfires impact local and state economies 

There would be funds to cover the logistics, recording, report preparation, 
and travel and an admin fee. The session would have to meet before the 
first part of March and Boise would be an excellent location. 



BOISE LISTENING 
SESSION 

The board discussed locations that would work well for the meeting and 
the National Interagency Fire Center was the priority location if available. 
The fire coalition formed in Division II was discussed and the need to 
continue to meet the challenges of rehabilitation and prevention. Steve 
Becker moved to enter into contract with NACD to host a Forest Health 
Listening Session in Boise. Seconded. Passed.  Burwell also discussed 
the upcoming California listening session in Davis at the NRCS state 
office on January 13. Lynn Bagley moved IASCD send Steve Becker as 
representative to the California listening session. Seconded. Passed. 
Burwell thanked the board for allowing time on the agenda and the board 
thanked Burwell for thinking of Idaho. Burwell left the meeting at this time. 
 

IASCD LEGISLATIVE 
RECEPTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FEES 
 
 
 
 
GRANTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 CONFERENCE 
 
 
 
 
 

Kit Tillotson asked Steve Becker to give the details of a possible 
legislative reception during the upcoming session to be hosted by IASCD. 
Becker gave the background of a district discussion concerning increased 
contact with lawmakers and the progression of the idea to hold a 
reception with state lawmakers in Boise. There is currently around $7,000 
available to put an event together and the board reviewed appropriate 
facilities. The event would need to be held on March 14 only because the 
legislative social calendar is very full and it is difficult to make preferable 
dates available. Those districts helping to put on the event would likely 
move funding through IASCD and Billie Brown suggested signage, 
sponsor level or agenda recognition for districts sponsoring the event. 
Kent Foster moved IASCD host a legislative reception on March 14 in 
Boise. Seconded. Passed. The board discussed drafting a letter to all 
districts offering the opportunity to both participate and donate to the 
reception with clarification that any funding is purely voluntary. Becker will 
draft a letter and distribute it to the board and Benjamin Kelly will start 
inquiring about facilities. Tillotson requested IASCD look at dates in the 
future corresponding with capitol displays and the board’s winter meeting 
to allow more to attend. 
 
Kit Tillotson asked Billie Brown to address Attorney General fees for 
districts. Brown pointed out that some districts may not be aware of the 
fees involved with contracting services with the Attorney General’s office. 
Services are available and come at a cost of $88 per hour for services 
rendered. 
 
The board discussed conversations Steve Becker and Benjamin Kelly 
had with a district concerning the nonprofit status of the association and 
the prospect of districts partnering with IASCD to open opportunities for 
grants that are not available to local government entities. It was made 
known to the district that IASCD approved a limited IASCD Grant 
Program with participation to be determined by individual proposal and on 
a case by case basis, including, but not limited to, submitted proposals 
from districts, review and approval by the IASCD Board of Directors, and 
a signed agreement specifying both parties’ liabilities and responsibilities. 
The district will be in contact with the board if they decide to move forward 
with a proposal. The board discussed seeking input from districts and 
grant writers who have been involved in the past and are currently 
working on the IDL grant opportunity. Steve Becker will contact a few 
possible options and report back. 
 
Kit Tillotson gave an update on the committee for the 2016 Annual 
Conference that will be held in Pocatello. The three facility options include 
the Red Lion, the Clarion and Fort Hall. The committee has met and 
toured the facilities. Tillotson reported that conference sponsors will be 
contacted and facility reservations were in the process for next year. 
 



NACD AUCTION ITEM 
 
 
 
11/15&18/15  
MINUTES APPROVED 

The board reviewed possible auction items for the 2016 NACD 
Conference. Billie Brown moved to purchase 10 Sunshine Mine coins. 
Seconded. Passed. 
 
The minutes of the board of directors meeting held on November 15 & 
18, 2015 in Boise were distributed for review (see attached). Steve 
Becker moved the minutes be approved as printed. Seconded. 
Passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Kit Tillotson adjourned the meeting at 10:00 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
Benjamin Kelly, Executive Director 

 

ACTION ITEMS - Kit, Steve and Benjamin work with Burwell for listening session 
- Steve contact grant writers, possible costs and opportunities 
- Benjamin make reservations for legislative reception 
- Benjamin make reservations at the Safari Inn 
- Benjamin make reservation for Capitol displays 
- Kit to secure 2016 Annual Mtg facility 
- Benjamin secure NACD auction item 

 


