
 
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts 

Board of Directors Meeting 
January 26 & 27, 2014 

Safari Inn, Boise, Idaho 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
PRESENT 

President Kit Tillotson called the meeting of the Idaho Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts Board of Directors to order at 9:05 AM on Sunday, 
January 26, 2014. Those present included Kit Tillotson, Billie Brown, Rick 
Rodgers, Steve Becker, Matt Woodard (alternate), Art Beal and Benjamin 
Kelly. Also joining the meeting was Jeff Burwell (NRCS), Chris Simons 
(IDEA) and Mike Larkin.  
  

10/17 & 20/13 
MINUTES APPROVED 

The board reviewed the agenda and made additions for special guests 
joining the meeting. The minutes of the board of directors meeting held on 
Sunday, November 17 and completed on Wednesday, November 20, 
2013 were distributed for review (see attached). Billie Brown suggested a 
change of a syntax error. Rick Rogers moved the minutes be approved as 
adjusted. Seconded. Passed. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VEHICLE BID 
 
 
 
 
 
DUES REPORT 

Steve Becker presented the current financial report for the period of 
January 1, 2013-January 24, 2014 for review of the board (see attached). 
Becker addressed the income and expenses with special attention given 
to the 2013 annual meeting. The board reviewed the annual meeting and 
the association’s agreement to allocate a portion of the profit to IDEA. 
Billie Brown moved to allocate $2,455.10 to IDEA. Seconded. Passed. 
 
The board discussed the remaining vehicle the association currently has 
in their possession and the need to make the vehicle available for bid to 
districts. IASCD will reserve the right to review any and all bids that it 
receives for approval. By consensus the board agreed to make the 
vehicle available for bid. 
 
The current dues report was distributed to the board for review (see 
attached). The board reviewed the districts that had paid in full and the 
districts that were expected to pay dues in the future. Board members 
had been contacted by Idaho State Legislators reminding them of the 
legislative intent of the $1,000 pass through funding allocated to districts 
for support of the association. The board addressed the importance of 
serving districts, continuing to build upon the recent progress with elected 
officials and the significance of remaining in good standing with the 
legislature. 
 

AG SUMMIT The board discussed the associations past involvement with the Larry 
Branen Ag Summit and the need to be represented at the upcoming 
conference in February. Steve Becker moved to send Art Beal to Ag 
Summit on behalf of IASCD. Seconded. Passed. Steve Becker moved to 
approve reimbursement to board members willing to attend the Ag 
Summit Strolling Super with Idaho Legislators. Seconded. Passed. 



DIRECTOR 
EXPENSES 

The board requested that Benjamin Kelly prepare a report including the 
Executive Director’s expenses for the next board meeting. 
 

DUES 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

Kit Tillotson discussed the sub-committee that had been deliberated upon 
at the annual conference. The board gave input on IASCD Standing 
Committee’s and the interest of committee chairman in continuing to 
serve. The board reviewed the committee structure and those chairmen 
who may want to continue to serve. The sub-committee will be tasked 
with considering the dues structure for 2015 and to take into 
consideration suggestions made by the membership. The board 
addressed the need for the sub-committee to include a representative 
from all six divisions and equally distributed between committee members 
from well-funded, moderately and inadequately funded districts. The sub-
committee will meet by conference call and report their progress to the 
board at the June meeting. The board considered representatives and 
selected: 
                Division I - Herman Collins 
                Division II - Kyle Wilson 
                Division III - Chuck Kiester 
                Division IV - Kevin Dugan 
                Division V - Vicki Lozier 
                Division VI - Matt Woodard 
 

SPRING DIVISION 
MEETINGS 

Kit Tillotson asked each board member to set a tentative meeting date for 
their respective divisions for the upcoming spring meeting. The tentative 
dates were set as follows: 
                Division I Meeting - (March 28) - Boundary SCD 
                Division II Meeting - (March 27) - Nez Perce SWCD 
                Division III Meeting - (Feb 25) - Bruneau River SCD 
                Division IV Meeting - (March 12) - East Cassia SCD 
                Division V Meeting - (March 19) - Caribou SCD 
                Division VI Meeting - (March 20) - Butte SWCD 
  

2014 CONFERENCE Steve Becker reviewed the 2014 Annual Conference that will be held in 
Lewiston. Becker reported that conference sponsors are being contacted, 
facility reservations had been made for next year and he had met with the 
Red Lion Hotel to further finalize accommodations. Sponsors are being 
targeted that could also be future conference partners due to their state 
wide interest in Idaho. The conference will take place on November 16-
20, 2014 and the committee is looking to make tours available for the 
membership. Some of the possible tours could include jet boat tours, 
making a golf outing available and a vineyard tour with a tasting. The 
board reviewed the viability of committees and the breakout sessions at 
the 2013 Annual Conference. The resolutions committee will be included 
on the agenda for the annual conference. Billie Brown moved to suspend 
the resource committees for the 2014 Annual Conference. Seconded. 
Passed.  
 

RESOURCE 
INVENTORY 

The board evaluated training at conference and talked about practical 
opportunities to provide the membership. The association looked at 
providing a template to help districts in the process of attaining an 
inventory their resources. Some districts may have much more equipment 
or other resources than they realize, providing the occasion to use or 
leverage tools that are currently unexploited. 
 

SUPERVISOR AWARD The IASCD awards distributed at conference were reviewed. The 
suggestion was made that a new award be created to honor one district 



supervisor from each division for outstanding service. 
 

The board recessed for lunch. 
 

POSTER CONTEST Art Beal reported on the public outreach poster contest for the coming 
year and fielded questions. Billie Brown moved to accept the poster 
contest report. Seconded. Passed. 
 

AG EDUCATION 
INITIATIVE 

Benjamin Kelly reported on the current efforts of vocational agriculture 
teachers, agriculture and rural communities to secure funding and 
accomplish a number of benchmarks to sustain the program for the 
future. Turnover in Ag-Ed teaching positions has been 36% in the last two 
years. Board members added that they had participated in some of the 
state wide listening sessions and support the effort. Art Beal moved that 
IASCD be listed as supporter of the Ag-Ed Initiative. Seconded. Passed. 
  

NRCS UPDATE Kit Tillotson welcomed NRCS State Conservationist, Jeff Burwell for a 
partners report. Burwell thanked the board for providing time and for the 
continued relationship between NRCS and IASCD. Burwell reported that 
NRCS expects to see reduced staffing and availability to back-fill 
retirements this summer and into the fall. He also expected to see a 9% 
decrease in the department’s discretionary budget due to the 
sequestration authored by congress. Burwell addressed new 
developments in cost cutting measures including relocating personnel 
from both the Payette and Jerome offices. The Farm Bill is expected to be 
acted upon by February and will be a key factor in how next year’s 
resources are administered. It will take some time to know what a final 
Farm Bill will look like but it is expected to include the continuation of the 
stewardship program and will see a reduction in CRP acres. Burwell took 
questions from the board. Rick Rogers moved to approve the NRCS 
contract of administration with IASCD. Seconded. Passed. Tillotson 
thanked Burwell for joining the meeting. 
 

STREAM 
RESTORATION 

Kit Tillotson welcomed Mike Larkin to the meeting and asked him to 
report on the development of a possible new stream restoration permit. 
The additional permit would be added with the intent of bringing multiple 
landowners together to restore complete stream systems, using 
standardized, pre-approved restoration techniques.  The local Soil and 
Water Conservation District would coordinate the Stream Restoration 
Permit.  The permit application would be developed by the SWCD and the 
individual landowner. If a SWCD choose not to handle the Stream 
Restoration Permitting process, they could still use the existing Stream 
Alteration Permitting process. The board asked Larkin questions and 
Larkin added that the proposal is currently in its infancy. Tillotson thanked 
Larkin for joining the meeting. 
 

IDEA REPORT Kit Tillotson welcomed Chris Simons to the meeting. Simons thanked the 
board for providing time and for the continued relationship between IDEA 
and IASCD. IDEA was pleased to help with the annual conference and 
would like to help with the directory moving forward. Simons requested 
the use of a conference call number for their meeting and thanked the 
board for the allocation from the annual meeting. Tillotson thanked 
Simons for joining the meeting and the support of IDEA. 
 

ENVIROTHON Matt Woodard discussed Envirothon and his view of how the committee 
was working together. Woodard asked the board a number of questions 
concerning funding and the board reported that it had allocated $2,000 in 



the account for the 2014 Idaho Envirothon competition. 
 

IASCD BENEFITS The board compiled a list of benefits and services IASCD offers the 
membership for upcoming meetings and events. 
 

LEGISLATIVE 
PRESENTATION 

Legislative presentations will be given to the germane committees in 
conjunction with ISWCC and NRCS. The board indicated who would be 
available to be in Boise and finalized what was to be included in the 
presentation. The committees are as follows: 
               Feb 10 - House Environment, Energy, and Technology - Becker 
               Feb 11 - House Resources & Conservation - Becker 
               Feb 13 - Senate Ag Affairs - Beal           
               Feb 18 - House Ag Affairs - Tillotson 
 

RECESS UNTIL 1/27 The meeting was recessed at 4:20 PM. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
PRESENT 

President Kit Tillotson called the meeting of the Idaho Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts Board of Directors to order at 9:15 AM on Monday, 
January 27, 2014. Those present included Kit Tillotson, Billie Brown, Rick 
Rodgers, Steve Becker, Matt Woodard (Division VI alternate), Art Beal 
and Benjamin Kelly. 
 

BLM GRANT FUNDS Kit Tillotson reported that he had spoken to Nancy Weatherstone and that 
all BLM grant funds that had been included in Envirothon in the past have 
been administered by the agency as reimbursements. BLM was unable to 
release funds prior to invoicing, including support documentation, and 
only for certain expenditures. 
 

SUPERVISORS Scholarships for new supervisors were addressed and will be offered 
again for the 2014 conference. Art Beal addressed the conference 
awards history and it was suggested that IASCD provide an opportunity 
for remembrance of supervisors who have passed. 
 

NACD The NACD Annual Conference will be held in Anaheim, California on 
February 2-5, 2014. Board members Kit Tillotson, Billie Brown and 
Benjamin Kelly will be attending the conference. Kelly will be attending 
the conference through the scholarship for new executive directors. 
Tillotson elicited ideas for the live auction item from Idaho and reviewed 
the possibility of nomination for the Pacific Region Vice President. The 
board encouraged Tillotson’s nomination and agreed that Idaho should be 
represented and play an active role in the national association. 
 

STORAGE ITEMS Rick Rogers reported on his work to consolidate the association’s storage 
facility. Billie Brown moved to approve compensation of $80 to Rick 
Rogers for items sold from storage. Seconded. Passed. 
 

CAPITOL DISPLAYS IASCD will be hosting Conservation at the Capitol on the fourth floor of 
the Idaho State Capitol. Representatives from the board will also be 
presenting the Legislator of the Year Award to Senator Steve Bair in the 
Senate Ag Affairs Committee. 
 

JUNE MEETING The June meeting was set for June 26 & 27, 2014 at the IASCD office in 
Meridian. 
 

ADJOURNMENT Kit Tillotson adjourned the meeting at 11:20 AM. 
Respectfully submitted - Benjamin Kelly,Executive Director 

 


